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Let us come together and join hands to celebrate 
BITSian spirit of success across the globe on 
BITSian Day - 3rd August 2018 . Let us remember, 
rejoice and relive everlasting and golden memories 
of our learning at different campuses of BITS 
Pilani.

It is a matter of great pride for all of us that 
MHRD, Government of India has conferred upon 
BITS Pilani the status as one of the six “Institute of 
Eminence” in India which has been a recognition 
for the collective efforts of all concerned and has 
posed a greater challenge to work together for 
achieving “Leadership through Excellence”.

 Let us come together to contribute back to Alma Mater in whatever way possible for taking BITS 
Pilani to greater heights.

Wishing the Very Best on BITSian Day.

Dear BITSians,

Across the globe, you all would be celebrating BITSian Day 
on 3rd August - a day to recapitulate golden memories and 
move forward for personal and professional growth and 
continued growth and success of the alma mater. BITSians 
once again during the year have excelled and have left their 
footprints in the global economy across various domains – be 
it in boardrooms of the corporate world, entrepreneurship, 
research, academia or community service. We adore our well-
knit family in which members nurture, support and love each 
other.

This month, the Ministry of Human Resource Development, 
Government of India, named BITS Pilani as one of India’s six 
Institutions of Eminence. We are excited to be recognised for 
our excellence in education, and inspired by the responsibility that this puts on us.

The success of our students is at the forefront of everything that we do, and this national 
recognition is a reaffirmation of the faith that India has in our ability to create the country’s best 
industry professionals, entrepreneurs, and researchers. We are extremely proud of our students, 
alumni, faculty & staff members, and industry partners who have supported us in our constant 
pursuit of excellence in education.

To greater things to come.

Prof. Arya Kumar 
Dean Alumni Relations 
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Campus updates
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Fulbright Specialist 
Business 

Development 
Workshop (FSBDW) 
organized by Dr. 
Anasuya Ganguly, 
faculty of Dept. of 
Biological Sciences 
of BITS Pilani KK 
Birla Goa Campus 
and mentored by 
Dr. Ashok Kumar 
Ghosh of New Mexico 
Tech, USA, had their 
mid-term evaluation 
seminar on 15thJune 
at BITS Pilani Goa 
Campus. Over 25 
students and faculty 
members attended the 
seminar to evaluate 
two business cases.

Dr. Gauri Achari, 
a Post-Doc in Dept. 
of Biological Sciences, 
presented her business 
plan on“Bio-Fertilizer 
Production” that 
addressed the ill-
effects of Chemical 
Fertilizer overuse and 
Popular Pesticides. 
The second presenter, 
Mr. AnantYadav, a 

Research Scholar in 
Dept. of Biological 
Sciences, presented a 
business plan for the 
production of Ethanol 
and Bio-Gas using 
Food and other wastes. 

Fulbright Specialist Business 
Development Workshop 

(FSBDW) mid-term evaluation 
seminars held at BITS

4th International 
Day of Yoga was 

celebrated at BITS, 
Pilani on Thursday 
June 21, 2018 with 
much enthusiasm. 
An Online Essay 
Competition was 
organized for students 
of Pilani Campus 
on the topic “Effects 
of Yoga on Physical 
and Mental Health.” 
Three best individual 
entries were awarded 
certificates. The Yoga 
Session was organized 
in the morning from 
7:00 AM to 8:00 AM 
at Students Activities 
Centre (SAC), Pilani 
Campus. Mr. Dinesh 
Kumar, a PhD scholar 
and a well-known 
on-campus trainer 

of Yoga conducted 
the yoga session and 
during session also 
spoke on the benefits 
of yoga. Prof. A. K. 
Sarkar, Director, Pilani 
Campus, Prof. S K 
Verma, Prof. Kumar 
Neeraj Sachdev, Prof. 
Shibasish Chowdhury, 
Prof. Anshuman Dalvi 
and many students, 
staff and their family 
members participated 
in the Yoga Session. 
Prof. A. K. Sarkar 
awarded the three 
best participants - Ms. 
Pratibha Kumari, Mr. 
Jangir and Dr. Naveen 
Singh. Alongside Yoga 
Session, an interesting 
exhibit of posters of 
yoga postures was also 
put up.

4th International Day of Yoga 
Celebrated at BITS Pilani
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The World 
Environment Day 

is celebrated every 
year on 5th June and 
is a reaffirmation 
of national efforts 
towards sustainable 
development and 
mainstreaming 
environmental 
concerns in 
the national 
developmental 
agenda. This year, 
Government of India 
is hosting the World 
Environment Day, 
2018 at global level 
in collaboration 
with The United 
Nations Environment 
Program (UN 

Environment) with 
the theme “Plastic 
Pollution”. To mark 
the occasion, “A Walk 
for Environment” 
followed by Oath 
for protecting the 
Environment was 
organized on June 5, 
2018 in the morning 
at 6.00 AM at BITS, 
Pilani campus in 
association with 
the Team, NSS of 
BITS Pilani. Prof. A 
K Sarkar, Director, 
Pilani Campus led the 
walk and afterward 
administered the oath 
to the people present 
on the occasion.

BITS Community Celebrates 
World Environment Day

BITS Pilani, K 
K Birla Goa 

Campus hosted and 
organized the 12th 
World Congress 
of the Regional 
Science Association 
International in 
collaboration with 
Town and Country 
Planning Department 
of Goa and the 
Regional Science 
Association (RSA), 
India from 29th May 
to 1st June 2018. The 
Congress was attended 
by over 500 delegates 
from India and abroad 
and was held for the 
first time in India at 
Goa. The objective 
of the Congress 
was to provide 
an encouraging 
environment for 
researchers across 
the globe, to interact 
and learn from one 
another, and create a 
network that will be 
attractive and inspiring 
for young students 
and scholars. It further 
aimed to strengthen 
the community of 
regional scientists 
and achieve a better 
understanding of 
our future needs. 
The Theme of the 

Conference was 
“Spatial Systems: Social 
Integration, Regional 
Development and 
Sustainability.

Her Excellency, 
Dr. Smt. Mridula 
Sinha, Governor of 
Goa, inaugurated the 
Congress in presence 
of Director of BITS 
Pilani Goa Campus, 
Prof G. Raghurama,  
Professors Budy 
Resosudarmo 
(President of RSAI), 
Guest of Honor, 
Bibek Debroy (Chief 
Economic Advisor to 
the Prime Minister of 
India and Member, 
NITI Aayog) and 
the venerable C R 
Pathak. Many eminent 
speakers speakers 
like Professors Peter 
Nijkamp, Andre Torre, 
Lee Yeung, Manfred 
Fisher, Yoshiro Higano, 
Xie ling, Zeynap 
Elburz, Paulo Casaca, 
Janet Kohlhase (USA), 
Andres Rodriguez 
Pose (LSE), Satish 
Kumar, Hiroyuki 
Shibusawa, and 
others graced the 
occasion and spoke 
on the theme of the 
conference.

BITS Pilani hosted the 12th 
World Congress on Regional 

Science

Nirmaan - an 
organisation 

which is formed by 
a group of students 
from BITS Pilani 
with a passion 
to fulfill their 
responsibility towards 
the less privileged 
of the society 
has successfully 
executed an Eye-
check-up Camp 
organized at Shahi 
International School 
at Khedla ka Baas 

on 25th February 
2018. This initiative 
was conducted in 
collaboration with 
Mahadeo Singhi 
Eye Hospital and 
Sightsavers. Nirmaan 
also collaborated with 
Research Society for 
the Study of Diabetes 
in India (RSSDI), 
who conducted 
blood sugar test for 
detecting diabetes in 
people. 

Nirmaan BITS Pilani Chapter 
Organizes Eye Camp
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ACHIEVEMENTS
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BITS Pilani Students Excel in 
Google Summer of Code 2018 

Scholarship Program

It is a matter of 
great pride for all 

BITSians to know 
that BITS Pilani has 
been recognised as 
Institute of Eminence 
by Ministry of 
Human Resource 
Development, 
Government of India. 
This would provide 
much needed impetus 

in its journey towards 
excellence through 
innovations.  

BITS Pilani has 
stood at position 

3 in terms of student 
selections in the 
Google Summer of 
Code, a prestigious 
global program that 
invites students from 
all over the globe for 
open source software 
development, with 
only 1 IIT placed 
above them. This 
represents the 

strength of coding 
culture in the institute 
which is absolutely 
essential to excel in 
today’s world of cut-
throat technological 
competition.

The overall count 
of BITSIANs (from 
all three Indian 
Campuses) that have 
been offered this stand 
at 53.

BITS Pilani – 
Status of Institute of Eminence
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Congratulating 
team WCB 

Robotics that brought 
laurel to the city after 
winning the Rice 
University Challenge, 
and TiE Hyderabad 
initiative to nurture 
early stage ventures, 
Minister for IT, 
Industries, MA & 
UD, NRI Affairs, 
Government of 
Telangana K T Rama 
Rao urged “innovative 
hardware products 
must be developed at 
T-Works.”

He interacted 
with WCB Robotics 
founder Ujjawal 
Aggarwal, TiE 
Hyderabad president 
Kali Prasad, 
executive director 
Phani Pattamatta 
along with principal 
secretary (IT&EC) 
to Government of 
Telangana, Jayesh 

Ranjan. Ujjawal 
Aggarwal, founder, 
WCB Robotics and 
final year student 
at BITS Pilani 
(Hyderabad Campus) 
said, “The TiE 
mentoring bootcamp 
has been a great help 
to build confidence 
and compete against 
teams from global 
universities such as 
MIT, Harvard, UT 
Austin etc.”

WCB Robotics - Rice University 
Challenge

National Technology Award 
conferred upon 

Prof.  Suman Kapur

Technology Start 
up award is one of 

the three awards set 
up by the Technology 
Development Board, 
DST for recognizing 
development 
of indigenous 
technologies 
with potential for 
commercialization. 
Xcellence in Bio 
Innovation and 
TechnologieS (xBITS) 
Pvt Ltd, an incubate 
company at BITS 
Pilani, Hyderabad 
Campus has been 
declared the winner 
for the year 2018. 
The award carries a 
cash prize of Rs. 15 
L and a trophy. The 
President Ram Nath 
Kovind presented 
the awards to mark 
the 20th National 
Technology Day on 
May 11, 2018.On this 
occasion, Prof. Suman 
Kapur had received 
the award from the 
President.

Speaking on 
the occasion, the 
President noted that 
the Technology Day 
was landmark day 

for the country as it 
was on this day two 
decades ago that the 
Pokhran nuclear 
tests took place and 
demonstrated India’s 
capacity as a nuclear 
weapons state as 
well as a mature 
and responsible 
technology power, 
capable of harnessing 
sensitive knowledge.

He said technology 
was a destiny for 
the country as all 
national programmes 
required a force 
multiplier in the form 
of technology. But, at 
the same time, it must 
also be about equity. 
“Its (technology’s) 
fruits must be 
accessible to all. 
Finance and resources 
should be available 
to all technologists 
who may wish to 
turn entrepreneurs – 
and to migrate from 
the lab room to the 
shop floor.” Above 
all, the President 
said, gender equity 
must be integrated 
with technology 
production and 

technology 
sharing.
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Research 
and 

Innovation 
Circle of 
Hyderabad 
(RICH) 
signed an 
MoU with 
BITS Pilani 
Hyderabad 
Campus to 
work with 
faculty, 
students & 
TBI, BITS-
Pilani Hyderabad 
Campus incubatees to 
bring their research 
conducted in labs to 
market and to help 
scale up initiatives 
and research projects 
of the institute. 
RICH (Research and 
Innovation Circle 
of Hyderabad) is 
launched by Hon’ble 
Central Minster of 
State for Science and 
Technology, Shri. Y 
S Chowdary, Dr. R 
A Mashelkar, former 
DG of CSIR and Sri 
K. Taraka Rama Rao, 
Hon’ble Telangana 
State Minister for 
Industries & IT, 
to foster greater 
collaboration 
between industry and 
academic/research 
institutions for an 
effective innovation 

and ecosystem with 
one of the main 
focus on Lifesciences, 
Pharmaceuticals and 
Healthcare. RICH 
is currently led by 
Prof. Ajit Rangnekar, 
Director General, 
RICH & Former 
Dean, ISB Hyderabad. 
The current focus 
areas for RICH 
includes, Pharma 
and Lifesciences, 
Agriculture and Food, 
and Aerospace and 
Defence.

Research and Innovation 
Circle of Hyderabad (RICH) 

signed an MoU with 
BITS Pilani - 

Hyderabad Campus

Mission Invisible: BITS Goa 
works on anti-radar project for 

DRDO 

In defense, the use 
of radar absorbing 

materials (RAMs), 
which are capable of 
absorbing microwave 
radiation in the 
X-band region, is 
required to hide an 
aircraft or warship 
by reducing its 
radar cross section 
(RAS). The research 
for all this has been 
happening in the BITS 
Pilani KK Birla Goa 

campus at Zuarinagar. 
Prof Narendra Nath 
Ghosh has been the 
principal investigator 
leading the effort.
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Jay Panda Delicitates 
Winners of 

‘Clean Air Policy Challenge’

Winners of 
the Active 

Citizenship Initiative 
– ‘Clean Air Policy 
Challenge’ heralded by 
MP Baijayant Panda 
were felicitated by 
MP himself on 9th 
April 2018 in New 
Delhi. BITSian team 
comprising Debolina 
Chakraborty, Runal 
Shrivastava and 
Suman S Chukki 
of BITS Pilani were 
the Runners up in 
the contest for their 
project titled Using 
Technology as a Policy 

Making Tool such as 
GIS, Decentralised 
Biogas Plant.
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BITS Pilani students bag international scholarships

Five students of BITS Pilani K.K. 
Birla Goa Campus have been 

awarded prestigious scholarships 
to undertake summer research 
programmes/projects at world renowned 
institutes viz. Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology(USA); University of 
Shebrooke and Universite Laval, 
Quebec(Canada); California Institute of 
Technology (USA) and Universite Paul 
Sabatier, Toulouse(France)

Heer Joisher has been awarded 
the prestigious Khorana Scholarship 
(2018) sponsored by the Department of 
Biotechnology, Govt. of India, Indo-US 
Science and Technology Forum (IUSSTF) 
and WINstep Forward. As a part of this 
project, Heer will be pursuing a two-
month summer project at MIT, USA. She 
will be working under the mentorship of 
Prof. Graham Walker at the Department 
of Biology, MIT on a project involving 
expressing anti-microbial peptides related 
to symbiosis from various sub-cellular 
compartments of the cell.

Honey Jain and Jaychandran Padayasi 
has been awarded the prestigious 
Mitacs Globalink Research Internship 
2018 sponsored by the Government of 
Canada. The Mitacs Globalink Research 
Internship is a competitive initiative for 
students for 10 countries of Australia, 
Brazil, China, France, India, Germany, 
Mexico, Saudi Arabia, Tunisia and 
Ukraine. From May to October of each 

year, top-ranked applicants participate 
in a fully-funded 12-week research 
internship under the supervision of 
Canadian faculty members in various 
fields of academic disciplines.

Nissim Gore Datar has been awarded 
the Summer Undergraduate Research 
Fellowship at the Caltech SURF 2018. 
As a part of this program, Nissim will 
work under the guidance of Prof. Michael 
Hoffmann from the department of 
Environmental Science and Engineering 
at Caltech on a project entitled ‘Electro-
Fenton Process for Decentralized 
Treatment of Municipal Wastewater’ 
which aims to design a prototype on-
site electrochemical reactors to treat 
wastewaters for reuse. 

Rachith Aiyappa has been awarded the 
prestigious Charpak Research Internship 
Scholarship 2018 sponsored by the French 
Government. As part of this programme, 
Rachith will be pursuing a summer 
internship at Universite Paul Sabatier, 
Toulouse, France. He will be working 
under the guidance of Dr. Guy Theraulaz 
in the field of Collective Behaviour.
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ALUMNI News

Top Six Emerging Start-ups - 
ABSENTIA VR

Virtual reality is 
a billion dollar 

market, with a 
growing presence 
in India. It is 
expected to disrupt 
a number of sectors 
including, education, 
healthcare, gaming, 
online shopping etc. 
Absentia VR is one 
of the many startups 
looking to reduce 
the gap between 
available web content 
and virtual reality. It 
was founded by three 
3rd year dropouts 
from BITS Pilani 
Goa Campus. The 
VR startup recently 
launched Norah.ai, 

an AI based workflow 
generator. It enables 
easy creation and 
integration of various 
game elements, from 
creation of 3D models 
to environment 
texturing. Absentia 
VR has attracted 
investors such as 
Astarc Ventures, 50K 
Ventures, and Exfinity 
Venture Partners etc. 
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Swiggy founded 
by BITSians Mr. 

Sriharsha and Mr. 
Nandan Reddy Raises 
$210 million funding 
from Naspers from 
a group of investors, 
catapulting India’s 
largest food delivery 
service provider 
into a select club of 
startup unicorns 
with a valuation of $1 
billion or more. The 
latest funding, led by 

Naspers and 
billionaire Yuri 
Milner’s DST Global, 
values Swiggy at 
roughly $1.3 billion, 
surpassing rival 
Zomato’s $1.1 billion 
valuation based on 
a February fund-
raising round. China’s 
Meituan-Dianping 
has also invested in 
the latest funding 
round, along with 
new investor Coatue 
Management.

Swiggy was 
founded in August 
2014 and is one of the 
fastest entrants into 
the unicorn club. The 
latest fund-raising 
will add pressure 
on Zomato to raise 
additional funds 
quickly to keep pace 
with its Bengaluru-
based rival in the 
online food-delivery 
business. 

Swiggy enters unicorn club 
with $210 million 

funding from Naspers
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Born and raised 
in Trichy, India, 

Kuppuswamy 
Chandrasekhar’s 
(known as 
“Chandra”), education 
and early career 
followed the dream 
of every small-town 
middle class Indian 
— engineering 
and MBA degrees 
from prestigious 
institutions 
(BITS Pilani and 
Indian Institute of 
Management Calcutta, 
respectively) and a job 
in the semiconductor 
division of Phillips, 
a diversified 
multinational.

In 2010, Chandra 
started a for-profit 
venture, Forus Health, 
which launched the 
world’s first low-
cost fundus camera, 
3nethra that screens 
anterior (cornea) and 
posterior (retina) 
segments of the eye for 
four major conditions 
(cataracts, diabetic 
retina, glaucoma, 
and cornea issues). 
In the United States, 
the same tests require 
three expensive 
instruments. 
3nethra is portable, 
telemedicine-enabled, 
and screening can 
be done in 5 minutes 
by a minimally 
trained technician 
without dilating the 
eye. 3nethra benefits 

hospitals as well as 
patients. Hospitals 
can use a hub-and-
spoke model to 
reduce the burden 
on the expensive 
hospital infrastructure 
since simple cases 
can be handled at 
the community 
level (spokes) while 
only those needing 
specialized treatments 
and surgery need to 
come to the hospitals 
(the hub). 

3nethra also lowers 
the non-medical out-
of-pocket expenses 
for patients (loss of 
wages when they are 
away from work, the 
cost of travel, and 
room and board), the 
kind of expenses that 
deter the poor to seek 
medical care. 3nethra 
is priced at $10,000. 
Competitive offerings 
include: Topcon, 
$25,000 and Ziess, 
$30,000. 3nethra has 
completed the reverse 
innovation loop with 
regulatory approvals 
in Canada, Mexico, 
Thailand, Malaysia, 
and Saudi Arabia as 
well as FDA approvals 
in the U.S.

Saving Eyesight at a Fraction 
of the Cost – Harvard Business 

Review
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Hyperlocal subscription startup 
DailyNinja raises $3M funding

Bengaluru-based 
hyperlocal delivery 

subscription startup 
DailyNinja has raised 
$3 million in funding 
led by Saama Capital 
and existing investor 
Sequoia Capital. The 
team had raised $1.5 
million in October 
last year, led by 
Sequoia capital. With 
this round, the total 
fund raise is at $4.5 
million. Founded by 
BITS Pilani alumni, 
Sagar Yarnalkar and 
Anurag Gupta, the 
idea of DailyNinja 
came up because the 
duo personally faced 
problems managing 
groceries for their 
kitchen. DailyNinja 
claims to deliver 
to close to 25,000 
households every day, 
clocking over 7.5 lakh 
orders every month. 
It works through a 
prepaid wallet, where 
customers have to 
make sure they have 
enough money in 
the wallet to ensure 
they can order for the 

next day. Customers 
are now used to this 
process and maintain 
an average wallet 
balance of Rs 600 
with DailyNinja, 
recharging twice a 
month on an average.

The startup will 
use the current fund 
raise to strengthen 
its operations in 
Bengaluru and 
Hyderabad, and 
expand to Chennai. 
It also intends to 
expand its business 
by acquiring more 
customers in 
Gurgaon. The funds 
will also be used to 
upgrade customer 
experience by adding 
more offerings.

DailyNinja had 
previously raised 
funds from well-
known angel investors 
Kunal Shah and 
Sandeep Tandon of 
Freecharge, Aprameya 
Radhakrishna of 
TaxiForSure, Anupam 
Mittal of Shaadi.com, 
and others.
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Bengaluru-based 
logistics platform 

Locus has raised 
$4 million in a pre-
Series B round. The 
funding round was 
led by Rocketship.vc, 
pi Ventures, Recruit 
Strategic Partners and 
Hemendra Kothari 
of the DSP Group. 
Existing investors 
Exfinity Venture 
Partners, Blume 
Ventures, BeeNext 
and growX Ventures 
also participated in 
the round.

With this 
fundraise, Locus will 
focus on building 
its intellectual 
property, and on 
global expansion. 
Co-founder and CEO 
Nishith Rastogi said 
the team will further 
focus on building its 
IP to solve complex 
real-world logistics 
problems globally to 
increase productivity 
and profitability of 
enterprises. 

Started in May 
2015 by BITS Pilani 

alumni and ex-
Amazon colleagues 
Nishith and Geet 
Garg, Locus has 
evolved into a B2B 
enterprise platform. 
Nishith says the 
company wants to 
reduce the element 
of human decision 
making in the moving 
of a package from 
point A to point B.

Locus optimises 
logistics operations 
for enterprises across 
sectors to improve 
efficiencies, resulting 
in higher profitability. 
It is a decision-
making engine that 
uses deep learning 
and proprietary 
algorithms to 
provide intelligent 
route optimisation, 
real-time tracking, 
insights and analytics, 
fleet optimisation, 
efficient warehouse 
management, vehicle 
allocation and 
utilisation, intuitive 
3D packing, and 
measurement of 
packages.

Logistics platform Locus raises 
$4 m pre-Series B funding
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Prof V Krishnamurthy 
Scholarship

A MOU has 
been signed 

by Members of the 
extended Prof V 
Krishnamurthy 
family to create an 
endowment with an 
estimated corpus 
of over $235600 for 
funding scholarships 
for qualified needy 
students to study 
at Pilani Campus 
of Birla Institute 
of Technology & 
Science (BITS). 
This endowment is 
created in recognition 
and honor of the 
services of Prof V 

Krishnamurthy 
and Mrs Kamala 
Krishnamurthy to 
BITS and to Pilani 
during their 23 years 
of tenure from 1965 
to 1988. The institute 
would contribute 50% 
of the total scholarship 
amount per annum 
towards tuition fee of 
the recipient of this 
scholarship. 

TM Vijay Bhaskar appointed 
as new Chief Secretary of 

Karnataka

The Karnataka 
government 

appointed T M Vijay 
Bhaskar as the new 
Chief Secretary. 
Assuming charge, 
Bhaskar said his focus 
would be on “making 
government services 
available to the 
common man at his 
doorstep without one 
having to run around 
government offices”. 
This will be my focus”. 
Bhaskar, a 1983 
batch IAS officer, was 

serving as Additional 
Chief Secretary to 
the government. He 
did his M.A (Hons) 
Economics from BITS 
Pilani in the year 
1983. 
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Will Do My Best Wherever 
the Govt. Posts Me, Says IAS 
Topper Durishetty Anudeep

This year’s UPSC 
exams topper, 

Anudeep Durishetty, 
credits his success 
to Youtube and 
Google. A graduate 
of BITS Pilani, 
Hyderabad, it was 
not an easy journey 
for him, as this was 
Anudeep’s fifth 
attempt at the civil 
services examination. 
Anudeep has also 
scored higher than the 
2015 and 2016 toppers.

Anudeep, 
is an Assistant 
Commissioner in 
the Indian Revenue 
Service, made his 
first attempt for the 
UPSC exams in 
2012. Despite being 
an IRS officer, he 
was determined to 
clear IAS. While still 
preparing for the 
exams, he continued 

to work for the IRS in 
Hyderabad.

This year a 
total of around 18 
BITSians cracked 
UPSC examination. 
Others are Ayush 
Sinha, Adityavikram 
Hirani, Rohan Joshi, 
Utpal Sanyaashi, 
Prateek Jain, Bhargav 
Teja, Saurabh Gupta, 
V V Sai Praneeth, 
Chandeesh Gurajala, 
Shreyash Pratap 
Singh, Manish 
Ranjan, Ashotosh K 
R Pandey, Amandeep 
Dhanoa, Krishan 
Lalchandani, G 
Jayasharadha, Ankur 
Tiwar and Omprakash 
Jat. BITSIan 
community is proud 
of their success and 
wish themthevery best 
in their career ahead. 
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Once again a proud 
moment for BITS 

Pilani, as Khurshid 
Ganai, a BITS 
Alumni, assumes 
charge as Advisor to 
the J&K Governor 
N N Vohra. Hailing 
from Mattan village 
of Anantnag district, 
Ganai is an officer of 
1982 batch IAS which 
he topped at second 
rank. A pass-out of 
Government Degree 
College, Anantnag, 
Ganai after graduating 
from Birla Institute 
of Technology and 
Science (BITS), 
Pillani, Rajasthan 
in Mechanical 
Engineering, did his 
Masters in Systems 
and Management 
from IIT Delhi. He 
has also Masters 
in Business 
Administration from 
the University of 
Strathclyde, Glasgow, 
UK. During his over 
a three-decade-long 
service career, Ganai 
held key positions in 
administration and 
bureaucracy in his 
home State of Jammu 
and Kashmir and 
while on deputation 
with the Government 
of India. Khurshid 
Ganai was appointed 
as Chief Information 
Commissioner of 
J&K on February 
2017 before which 
he served as Advisor 

to Governor in 2016 
Before shifting to New 
Delhi, where he served 
as Joint Secretary in 
Union Ministry of 
Home Affairs and 
Additional Secretary 
in Union Ministry 
of Information and 
Broadcasting in 
2010, Ganai served as 
Principal Secretary to 
then Chief Minister 
Omar Abdullah 
from January 2009 to 
August 2010. He also 
served as Financial 
Commissioner 
Industries and 
Commerce, 
Commissioner-
Secretary General 
Administration 
Department and 
Administrative 
Secretary in various 
departments. After 
serving as Deputy 
Commissioner in 
Pulwama and Doda, 
besides HOD and 
Secretary of different 
departments, he 
was appointed 
as Divisional 
Commissioner of 
Kashmir in 1999. In 
2007, he was conferred 
with Chief Minister’s 
Gold Medal for 
honesty, integrity and 
meritorious service 
and his outstanding 
contribution to the 
public welfare and 
development of the 
state.

BITSian Khurshid Ganai 
appointed in as advisor to the 

Governor
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Entrepreneur, golfer, 
avid traveller, 

author, spiritualist, 
Bitsian, Ajay 
Chaturvedi’s work has 
been recognized and 
applauded worldwide. 
He is the founder of 
HarVa – ‘Harnessing 
Value’ of rural India 
that focuses on skill 
development, BPO, 
community-based 
farming and micro-
insurance in villages. 
HarVa XPO entered 
the Limca Book of 
Records for being the 
first all women rural 
BPO in the world in 
2011. “What Facebook 
has done to over 1 
billion people, I want 
to do the same with 
rural India,” says Ajay 
Chaturvedi.

He was honoured 
with CNN IBN Youth 
Icon / Young Indian 
Leader of the year 
2011 award and by 
the World Economic 
Forum as a ‘Young 
Global Leader’ 
in 2013. He was 
shortlisted as one of 
the 50 creative leaders 
across the world by 
The Amsterdam 
School of Creative 
Leadership. He has 
been honoured with a 
wealth of national and 
international awards 
and recognitions. 
He spent almost a 
decade living in the 
US and across the 
world. He completed 
his engineering 

from BITS Pilani 
and graduated in 
Management of 
Technology from 
the School of 
Engineering and 
The Wharton School 
of the University of 
Pennsylvania. He also 
holds a Diploma in 
Global Leadership 
and Public Policy 
from The Harvard 
Kennedy School of 
Government. He left 
his lucrative career 
in the US firstly in 
pursuit of spiritual 
truth and then to 
empower rural India. 

Ajay Chaturvedi 
was nominated as one 
of the Amazing Global 
Indian by Times Now 
News 2012-13 and 
Yahoo unsung Heroes 
2012-13. He has also 
been honoured as an 
Iconic Youth 2014 by 
Rotary International, 
picked as 50 most 

Ajay Chaturvedi’s HarVa wins 
national and international 

accolades
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creative leaders 
across the world 
to attend THNK, 
the Creative School 
of Amsterdam’s 
Accelerator program 
for Creative Leaders.

He is also an 
ambassador of the 
Power of Youth 

initiative of Scotland. 
He has been identified 
as one of the four 
most innovative game 
changers by the Office 
of Advisor to the 
Prime Minister on 
Skill Development and 
Employability.

Perfetti Van Melle 
India appoints Rajesh 
Ramakrishnan as MD

Confectionary 
player, Perfetti 

Van Melle India 
(PVMI) has appointed 
Rajesh Ramakrishnan 
as the new 
Managing Director. 
Ramakrishnan will 
be responsible for the 
company’s operations 
in India and Nepal. 
In a statement, Huub 
Sanders, President- 
BU SAMEA, 
Perfetti Van Melle 
said, “Rajesh is an 
accomplished leader, 
who brings a good 
mix of strategic 

thinking and 
operational excellence, 
with strong leadership 
skills.”  Ramakrishnan 
is a  graduate of 
XLRI Jamshedpur 
and BITS Pilani, 
having over 24 years’ 
experience in diverse 
fields including sales, 
marketing and general 
management in Asia, 
across categories 
such as personal 
care, household care, 
food & beverage, 
confectionery and 
media.



BITS ECHO

Vijay Sharma 
and Rishabh 

Kaul, alumnus of 
BITS Pilani were 
awarded the Fortune 
40 under 40 award 
under the category 
‘Entrepreneurship’ on 
the 29th of April at 
Bengaluru. Both are 
co-founders of Belong.
co, a hiring start-up 
to say very lightly. 
In practicality, this 
Bengaluru-based start-
up is aimed at creating 
a “Google for people” 
as Rishabh Kaul puts 
it. The three-year-old 
recruitment firm is 
part of a new crop 
of companies using 
technology to simplify 
hiring processes, from 
sorting resumés to 
scheduling interviews. 
Belong, however, goes 
well beyond all that. 
It scours the internet 
to unearth publicly 
available information 
on any and all possible 
candidates, including 
scanning their Twitter 
accounts, Facebook 
pages, LinkedIn 
profiles, and more. 
After gathering 
copious amounts 
of information, 
the platform ranks 
potential hires 
according to their 
suitability for a 
role at a particular 
company—much like 
how Google tailors 
search results for each 
user’s query.

Prior to Belong, 
Rishabh Kaul, Bitsian 
of the batch, 2011 
was an early member 
at Grey Orange, 
a warehousing 
automation space, 
as well as a venture 
capitalist at 
Aavishkaar Venture 
Management Services. 
Vijay Sharma passed 
out from BITS Pilani 
in 2010. The former 
marketing head 
of Practo and co-
founder of telephony 
platform Exotel, says 
the company has a 
client list that includes 
Cisco, Boeing, 
Accenture, Deloitte, 
Reliance Jio, Amazon, 
Adobe, and Tesco. It 
has raised $15 million 
from Sequoia Capital, 
Matrix Partners, and 
Blume Ventures.

Fortune’s 40 
under 40 awards are 
awarded every year 
to individuals whom 
editors consider 
to be the most 
influential young 
leaders of the year. In 
India, the category, 
‘Entrepreneurship’ of 
the awards recognises 
40 entrepreneurs who 
have stormed into the 
limelight in recent 
times.

Belong.co co-founders win 
Fortune 40 under 40 award
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BITSians blend environment 
with enterprise

Raghavendra 
Suryavanshi 

and Akshat Tyagi 
were second year 
ME students at BITS 
Pilani, Goa when 
they decided to solve 
a sewerage problem 
facing the institute. 
Using the concept 
of environmental 
engineering, the duo 
not only resolved 
the problem, but 
it also marked the 
beginning of their 
entrepreneurial 
journey with the 
aim of giving back 
to nature. Thus, 
began Sustainable 
Biosolutions LLP, 
an environmental 
engineering firm that 
provides technical 
solutions in the field 
of solid and liquid 
management. The 
products cater to 
sewage treatment 
plants, effluent 
treatment plants, 
biogas plants, biogas 
balloons, RO-UV-UF 
systems, organic waste 
composters, sanitary 
napkin incinerators 
and compost bins 
with promise of 
being environmental-
friendly.

In the five years 
since they began 
the company, they 
have been running 
operations all year 
round and last year 
treated 1,642 lakh 
litres of waste water 
with this number 

expected to grow 
considerably in the 
years to come. They 
point out that 95-98 
percent of the treated 
water is of reusable 
quality and can be 
used in gardening, 
toilet flushing, 
chiller and washing. 
Moreover, they have 
even developed a 
technology to make 
drinking water from 
sewage and have 
termed it Toilet to 
Tap all in a natural 
manner and with 
no use of chemicals. 
All this, they point 
out would not 
have been possible 
without international 
and national 
collaborations and 
mentorship from BITS 
faculty Dr. Srikanth 
Mutnuri and Prof. 
Mridula Goel. 

Among 
the company’s 
achievements, 
Suryavanshi and Tyagi 
are proud winners 
of the TiEHubli Big 
idea business plan 
competition 2013 and 
the DBT-Birac-Bill 
and Melinda Gates 
Foundation – Grand 
Challenges India 
Initiative 2014 held 
in collaboration with 
BITS Goa and Ghent 
University, Belgium. 
They have also been 
two-time finalists 
at the Millenium 
Alliance at 2014 and 
2016.
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BITSian Divya 
Nawale made her 

alma mater proud by 
being an enviable part 
of one of the greatest 
stories of modern 
explorations to reach 
the White Continent 
and South Pole. It is 
an incredible journey 
for this young woman 
that helped her find 
her way to a life of 
meaning and purpose. 
Divya Nawale’s story 
started in the Lecture 

theatre complex 
(LTC) of BITS Pilani, 
Pilani campus 
in 2006 during 
the Silver Jubilee 
Reunions in the guest 
lecture of Mr K C. 
Ramakrishnan of the 
1976 batch who was 
on a research mission 
in Dakshin Gangotri 
in Antarctica. Her 
dream of making it to 
the White Continent 
came true 3 years 
later in 2009 when Sir 
Robert Swan selected 
this young 22 –year 
old girl from India 
having the potential 

to change the world. 
She was really lucky 
to get   selected by 
2041 Foundation 
Inc. as part of 
International Treaty 
Expedition organized 
by Swan to work for 
them for multiple 
projects. Going to 
Antarctica changed 
her life altogether. 
The expedition not 
only taught her 
survival lessons but 
also gave her a sense 

of direction in life 
as a champion for 
environment .She 
came back with 
the clear purpose 
and idea to work in 
the sustainability 
space and embrace 
eco- friendly living. 
Besides, the trip to 
the most inaccessible 
continent, Antarctica 
made her realise her 
latent love for nature. 
In   Antarctica, the 
most memorable 
moment for her was 
the one when she sat 
on the snow at the 
edge of a continent 

BITSian embarks on an antarctic 
odyssey for a noble cause

14

contemp-lating on the 
beauty of nature .The 
magnificence of the 
continent filled her 
with a deep love for 
the world making her 
more eco- conscious.

 The story did 
not end there. 
After this overwhe-
lming experience 
in Antarctica this 
young lady was 
struck by wanderlust 
and embarked on a 
fanatic travel spree 
that included cruising 
around Antarctic 
Peninsula, flying 
over Sahara Desert, 
back- packing across 
Europe, scuba – 
diving in the Great 
Barrier Reef, dancing 
Bollywood   on- stage 
in London, getting 
lost in the busy 
streets of Shanghai, 
taking Tango lessons 
in Buenos Aires 
and attending Salsa 

beach parties in 
Goa- all in less than 
a year.Fortune’s 40 
under 40 awards are 
awarded every year 
to individuals whom 
editors consider 
to be the most 
influential young 
leaders of the year. In 
India, the category, 
‘Entrepreneurship’ of 
the awards recognises 
40 entrepreneurs who 
have stormed into the 
limelight in recent 
times.

By the age of 28, 
she had made her 
dream of setting foot 
on all 7 continents a 
reality. And nothing 
has stopped her since. 
This outstanding 
BITSian currently 
working in the US as 
a consultant in CSR 
and sustainability 
space aims to cover 50 
countries down before 
she turns 30.

Bindass BITSians

A group that has 
connecting with 

BITSIans across the 
globe through music 
performed at Pune on 
30th June 2018. Atul 
Mishra is a founder of 
@Bindass Bitsian who 
has a mesmerising 
voice that touches 
hearts and has a 
stamina to keep 
engaging the audience 
singly handed for 
hours and hours. Pune 
performance was well 
attended by BITSians. 

Atul, Dinesh, Harsha, 
Prabha, Kalyan, 
Preeti, Anant Pande, 
Biren Shah, Anurag  
sung melodious songs. 
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Distinguished Alumnus Awards – 2018

BITS Pilani Distinguished Alumnus 
Award 2018 have been conferred upon 
following alumni for their significant and 
outstanding contributions: 

1. Prof. REENA AGARWAL, Vice 
Provost for Faculty, McDonough Professor of 
Finance & Director, Georgetown Center for 
Financial Markets and Policy, Georgetown 
University, USA in the field of Academia and  
Research

2. Prof. PRABHU PINGALI, Professor 
and Director, Tata-Cornell Agriculture and 
Nutrition Initiative, Cornell University, USA 
in the field of Academia and  Research 

3. Prof. ARUN SOMANI,  Anson 
Martin Distinguished Professor of Electrical 
& Computer Engineering, Iowa State 
University, USA in the field of Academia and  
Research 

4. Mr. AJOYENDRA MUKHERJEE, 
EVP & Head - Global HR, Tata Consultancy 
Services, India in the field of Corporate 
Leadership 

5. Ms. PRASANNA 
GOPALAKRISHNAN, Executive Vice 
President, Chief Digital and Information 
Officer, Boston Private, USA in the field of 
Corporate Leadership 

6. Dr. ANAND S RAO, Innovation 
Lead (Data & Analytics) & Partner, 
Pricewaterhouse Coopers, USA in the field of 
Corporate Leadership 

7.  Mr. ANUPENDRA SHARMA, 
Global VP of Growth & Business 
Development, Siemens Healthineers, USA in 
the field of Entrepreneurship

8. Mr. TUSHAR JAIN, Founder and 
Group CEO, Automat Industries Ltd in the 
field of Entrepreneurship  

The awardees have been selected by a 
panel consisting of: 

1. Mr Deepak S Parekh, Chairman, 
HDFC Ltd. (Chairman)

2. Mr Debu Bhattacharya, Vice-
Chairman, Hindalco Industries and Novelis, 
Chairman of the Business Review Council 
(Manufacturing) of Aditya Birla Group 
(Member)

3. Prof Ravi Sinha, Professor and former 
Dean, Alumni and Corporate Relations, IIT 
Bombay (Member)

4. Mr NS Parthasarathy, Founder, 
Executive Vice Chairman and COO, 
Mindtree, Bangalore and previous DAA 
winner

5. Prof Souvik Bhattacharyya, Vice 
Chancellor, BITS Pilani (Member)

6. Prof Arya Kumar, Dean, Alumni 
Relations, BITS Pilani (Member-Secretary) 

and approved by the Chancellor. Let us 
congratulate them for their extraordinary 
contributions and on their success.
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Editor’s Note

Dear Friends,

        Hello. Once again it is time to reach you through BITS ECHO. Hope you all are in best 
of health and spirits all these days. We are into a new academic session with new hope and 
aspirations to explore newer avenues of knowledge and work. As always, Bitsians have proved 
their mettle not only in academics but also in professional world which makes BITS Pilani a class 
apart. No doubt it is and will always be an ‘Institute of Eminence’. 
        What makes Bitsians stand apart from the rest is their undying support for social causes as 
well. Time and again, they have proved that they can make it worth living for a cause. As someone 
truly said, ‘There are two educations. One should teach us how to make a living and the other how 
to live.’ This is because as Gautam Buddha said, ‘Success is not the key to happiness. Happiness is 
the key to success. If you love what you are doing, you will be successful.’
        More such Bitsian success stories will definitely inspire to walk the extra mile to reach the 
milestone of success. Trust we will stand hand-in-hand and work together towards continuing this 
success story of BITS Pilani forever.  

Debshankar Ghosh,
Editor,
BITS ECHO
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